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REPORT OF THE REGENTS. 
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To His Excellency, J. J. JACOB, 
Governor of West Virginia. 


SIR: All the Regents of West Virginia University have been able 
sto attend this, their fourth annual session, except Samuel Billingsly, 
of the Fourth District. - We are pleased to find that the institution 
holds on its way not only with unabated energy, but with still con- 
tinued and increasing 


SUCCESS. 


Evidence of this is seen in the large nymber of students on the rolls 
of the faculty; in the special enlargement of the higher classes; in 
the increasing facilities in the way of apparatus, library, cabinets and 

ther requisites for higher education, and in the whole tone. and life 
of the institution. The commencement exercises, just closed, have 
tbeen, in all their incidents and accompaniments, of unusual interest 
and excellence. Your own attendance as Governor of the Common- 
wealth; the presence of many of the chief citizens of the State and 
patrons-of the University; the very satisfactory progress made by the 
students, indicated by the strict examination of the several classes; 
the excellence and appropriateness of the publie addresses and literary 
performances connected with the occasion, and other elements which 
we need not mention, all conspired to make the meeting more than 
usually memorable. Only those who have known and felt how little 
interest was taken in, and how small the provision made for, the higher 
education of our youth in West Virginia, can realize how rapid and 
how great our advancement is toward this important end. And only 
those who are ignorant of what is done here, ог who, influenced by the 
„enchantment which distance lends to the view, are disposed to under- 
value everything at home compared to what they suppose obtains 
elsewhere, can fail to rejoice and sympathize with the steady devel- 
opment and healthful progress of our State University. We are more 
than ever led to prize and appreciate the importance and inspiring 
power of such institutions, and their intimate and indispensable rela- 
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tion to all State and national progress and prosperity, and cannot but 
rejoice in the assurance that in proportion as the sterling merits of 
this young institution become known, it will achieve triumphs and. 
exert a power for good which will make'it the just pride of our whole- 
‘ Commonwealth. 
We predicate this result in great measure on the important elements: 
of exactness, comprehensiveness, and popularity which so happily- 
characterize the University Education formerly contemplated little- 
more than instruction in languages, mathematics, and Belles Lettres: 
studies. These, with the important elementary branches they рге-- 
suppose, should ever be highly valued as most essential to liberal cul-- 
ture and instruction. While, however, in West Virginia University- 
they have no second place assigned to them, it should, at the ваше» 
time, be known that in strict accordance with the platform orignally- 
laid down, equal provision is made for broad and thorough instruction. 
in the natural sciences, political economy, psychology, ethics, Eng- 
lish literature, history, modern languages, and other practical studies, 
adapted to the wants of the people, and the spirit of the age. The: 
design of the institution is well expressed in the language of the ЪПЕ 
passed by our national Congress, making an appropriation towards its: 
establishment, “to promote the liberal and practical education of the in- 
dustrial classes in the several pursuits and professions in life." And, as- 
in other States each Legislature felt itself warranted, keeping in view 
the above general design, to make such disposition of the congressional: 
fund as would best subserve its own especial wants and interests, so in. 
West Virginia, the Legislature has wisely studied the economical and. 
educational wants of our own people and required the Regents here to- 
establish “ departments of education in literature, science, art, agriculture” 
and military tactics, including a preparatory department,” the contri— 
butions of individuals and of the national Congress towards such a 
school being supplemented with commendable liberality by aunual ap-- 
propriations from the Legislature. This not only accords with what is. 
necessary and right in the premises, but is in agreement with the- 
Congressional act which requires the Legislature to provide an insti-- 
tution in which comprehensive education, above referred to, may be: 
secured. "The enterprise has been undertaken in good faith, and on a. 
scale which, when fully realized in accordance with the most hopeful! 
beginning already made, will leave nothing to be desired. Much has: 
yet to be done, but to have projected the work on a lower scale would! 
be no compliment to the head or heart, the wants or the abilities of the- 
State. 
We would not have it supposed that its fulfillment : so far has been. 
easily attained. . Earnest thought and effort have been required tov - 
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OVERCOME THE DIFFICULTIES “ ы 
and avoid the dangers especially incident to its inception and early 
"progress. The newness of the enterprise; the-prevailing indifference 
to advanced instruction; the tendency, even among those who prized 
an education, to subordinate all study to outward material success and 
the mere acquisition of wealth, rather than to well developed minds, 
гапа characters ennobled by general literary, scientific and moral cul- 
"ture ; the problem of being thoroughly practical without either degra- 
«ding true scholarship or turning the University into a sort of commercial 
college for graduating half qualified clerks, poorly furnished engineers, 
and superficial chemists; and the danger of serious discouragement 
and even injury to the morale of those оп whom the success of the 
organization during the days of its feebleness mainly depended, were 
all elements of danger. Then the difficulty of secaring at the outset 
men of acknowledged and really first-class ability, at our low rates of 
Compensation, to identify themselves with the University; the danger 
of incorporating, before it secured a permanent and effective footing, 
än the body of instruction men who from infirmity of temper, ignorance 
of the science of education, overweening conceit of themselves, or of. 
their departments, or any other cause, would not only fail to truthfully 
and heartily co-operate with their fellow professors, but even betake 
‘themselves to the dastardly resorts of those who seek to rise by trying 
Чо injure nobler men, ог who would subvert well settled and generally 
approved methods of instruction and introduce such elements of discord 
and confusion as would involve all in the overthrow of “a house divided 
Against itself.” Beside the above so frequently and disastrously illus- 
-trated in the history of such institutions, there were the no less blighting 
«dangers of a possibly unfavorable location; the presence of a low 
"moral vitality and a disorderly and lawless spirit ; the want of a right 
:appreciation and true sympathy with the nature and design of a State 
“University in the place where it might be situated; the danger of narrow 
-and selfish minds unaccustomed to such an institution, favoring it only 
"while it conformed to their notions, or seeking by direct opposition or 
the sometimes more powerful weapon of faint praise to damn what they 
were unfit to control; even the love of tattle, scandal and such like, 
‘for which the cliques and coteries of small villages are во famous, have 
often either wholly shipwrecked or fatally crippled the richest freight- 
sage of such hopes. Nor should we fail in this partial enumeration of 
dangers to mention the evil power of misapprehensions and misrepre- 
«sentations, of charges and suspicions of undue local, sectarian, or par- 
*tizan influence ; of improper interference on the part, not only of those 
"who suspect and dislike such institutions, but of ill-advised friends, 
with the thorough independence and self-governing life of the Uni- 
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versity ; the danger of projecting its work on an erroneous or imperfect 
basis calling for remodeling or entire reconstruction; these and other- 
such like accidents and influences which, if they attained to any extent, 
would seriously cripple and retard its progress, have been among the- 
contingencies. besetting our path. It gives us unfeigned pleasure to- 
say that in the above review, we recognize dangers either altogether- 
absent or which have 80 far been 


HAPPILY AVOIDED. 


The University is becoming well known, and just in proportion ass 
known is its hold on the confidence and support of the people increas-- 
ing. It has been manfully and safely steered through Ше perils of its. 
incipient course. The broad and generous scale on which its work 
was originally projected, as set forth in the accompanying report of the- 
President, has more and more commended itself to the wise and. 
thoughtful, while the Professors with an ability, harmony and devotiom. 
to their work rarely équalled, have justified our action in calling them 
to the positions they fill. In regard to local support, enough interest- 
has been manifested to show how fully the University Ваз commended. 
itself to the best minds of the community, while in the body of students, 
in the Board of Instruction, and among ourselves, the Regents, there- 
is and has been such diversity of political interests, local views and 
religious feeling, as not only to preclude any danger from these sources: 
but also to secure in the outward relations and internal workings of^ 
the University the most desirable, most generous and well balanced. 
adjustment, and to save from that narrowness and one-sidedness, which. 
the exclusive control of party, sect or section usually engender. The- 
importance of these facts, and the importance that, in order to correct. 
any erroneous impressions which may obtain, they should be known to- 
all the people of our State, justify us in thus particularly referring to- 
them. They will be best appreciated by those who know how difficult 
it is, in what more than any other may be called the creative period of 
such an institution, to duly consider and provide for all its interests- 
and possibilities and how fatal any mistake at its foundation-must be. 
We believe its further development will fully justify the wisdom of its: 
early organization, and that new facilities and departments can be- 
supplied without the dangerous expedient of fundamental changes.. 
The love ofstudy and the true scholarly life so early infused must be 
cherished, and the beginnings which have in themselves the seeds of^ 
indefinite and healthful growth, be expanded and strengthened in all 
possible and desirable directions through the immediate and the remoter- 
future. The great want of the institution from- the beginning һаа» 
been the . | 
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NEED OF MEANS 


For the proper support and enlargement of its Faculty, its library, 
apparatus, cabinets, labratory, grounds and buildings. A fine begin- 
ning in all of these respects has indeed been made and no step back 
has yet been taken. The rapid growth of the University has devel- 
oped so many and such pressing wants that we have been greatly per- 
plexed to decide what disposition had best be made for the benefit of 
the University of the pittance which the limited income of the State 
has placed at our disposal. Could the dignity and value of the work 
for which it has been established and which it has thus far, though 
under many difficulties, so well accomplished, be properly seen and 
felt there would, we must believe, be а generous and unhesitating 


appropriation of means for enabling it to perform the whole of its duty , 


to those connected with it, and to the noble youth of the State and of 
the country already so largely gathered in its halls. For the reasons 
assigned by President Martin, we have ordered the provisional election 
of two Professors instead of the tutors hitherto employed. While we 
have no regrets for the past, we believe that permanent and experi- 
enced instructors, devoting their lives to the several studies they pro- 
fess, are greatly to be preferred to the temporary employment of those 
who are giving much time and effort to preparation for other pursuits. 
We trust the time is not distant when professors and tutors can be 
chosen among those of our own graduates who have shown special 
interest in and adaptation for particular branches of knowledge. 
FINANCIAL. 

The following estimate of receipts and expenditures for the year 
ending June 15th, 1872, is submitted with the statement that the items 
of current expense have been reduced to the lowest figures consistent 
with the possibility of maintaining the University upon its present 
basis of operation, and does not include anything for the library, read- 
ing room, museums or instruments: 


ESTIMATED RECEIPTS. 


Interest from endowment of 8110,000........................................... $6,600 
Tuition fecs m ĩiuu „„ 2,000 
Rent of boarding halli nnn 409 


۳ 
Salaries of eight Рго!еввогв.............. ......................................... 1 49,600 
“ Janitor, Superintendent, Secretary and Treasurer 1,080 
Contingent expenses, (printing, advertising, books, &c., for cadete, postage, fuel, 
traveling expenses, Жс.)......... „ 1,500 
Рейсі.............................................................. 3,180 


$12,180 612,190 


Leaving a deficit of thirty-one hundred and eighty dollars for which 
we respectfully ask the Legislature to make provision. 


* 
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The foregoing estimates are based upon the present salaries, and 
would require a corresponding increased appropriation if the salaries 
should be increased from their present very low average of $1,200. 
There are probably no other men in the country who receive so small 
compensation for the same work, requiring so much previous costly 
preparation, as do the professors of our State University. We have 
representative men of all the departments of learning, of rare scholar- 
ship, ripe experience, and imbued with а zeal for their chosen profession 
without which, though ever so well endowed and qualified in other re- 
spects, they could not succeed, presiding over the different interests of 
the Institution with ability and acknowledged success, giving their 
whole time and devoting their whole energies to its advancement, and 
yet receiving salaries only equal to the pay of an ordinary copying 
clerk. -We cannot expect to retain permanently the present or any 
corps of teachers worthy of their positions upon the present salaries, 
unless we can hold out to them reasonable hope of increasing their pay 
as the Institution grows older, and its labors are more fully appre- 
ciated.* - 

It is earnestly hoped that Ше Legislature will continue the annual 
appropriation of ten thousand dollars toward the permanent endow- 
ment of the University. The appropriation of last winter for that pur- 
pose was at once invested in bonds of the United States, endorsed in 
such a manner that they cannot be diverted from the use intended. 

An imperative need is a suitable building for an armory, wherein 
may bé bestowed the large and valuable assortment of steel and bronze 
cannon, muskets and rifles, and cavalry arms, and accoutrements, and 
ammunition, already furnished by the national government, to which 
large additions of the improved weapons now being introduced into 
government service, will be made, as soon as suitable provisions can be 
made for their protection and preservation. It is suggested that the 
State should erect a suitable building on the grounds of the University 
wherein should be placed all State arms not in actual use, the battle 
flags of West Virginia regiments, together with the arms and equip- 
ments belonging to the University, the whole to be under the custody 
of the Military Department of the University, subject at all times to 
State supervision and inspection, and required to make such annual 
or quarterly reports as may be_determined by law. This plan would 
utilize the services of the State cadets, who are educated at the ex- 
pense of the State, secure good care and attention to State arms now 
widely scattered and uncared for, and save the cost of constructing 
more than one building for an armory. We owe it to the national 


*Since this report was prepared, the Professor of Chemistry and Natural History bas resigned, to 
accept а chair in the Umversity of New York, at an increased salary. 
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government, which has provided a professor for this department, ав 
well as expensive ordnance and store for its use, to make suitable pro- 
vision for making available. this munificence. It is estimated that a 
suitable building can be erected for twenty-five hundred dollars, 

By reference to the report of the Executive Committee it will be 
seen that a debt of nearly eight thousand dollars has been contracted 
on building account, which has been carried by the Committee, in part 
at least, upon their individual responsibility and credit. This amount 
represents the balance due on account of the construction and furn- 
. ishing of “University Hall,” finished over one year ago, and men- 
tioned in our last annual report, but for which no appropriation was 
made. Some repairs and improvements which are absolutely required, 
and which have been authorized at the present session of our board, 
will swell this amount to ten thousand dollars, for which we hope the 
Legislature will make immediate provision. 

The appropriation for expenses of the board, amounting to two hun- 

“dred and fifty dollars, is entirely inadequate for even one annual 
meeting, and should be increased to four hundred dollars. 

The University holds three thousand dollars of Virginia State bonds 
with interest from January, 1861. These bonds were donated with 
the Monongalia Academy buildings. If the State would take them at 
seventy-five per cent. of par value and interest, and authorize the in- 
vestment of the proceeds for apparatus, books for the library, and 
additions for the various cabinets, it would supply materials which are 
greatly needed, and for which but small beginnings have as yet been 
made. 

The expenditures, together with the vouchers for same, and the 
accounts of the Treasurer, Executive Commitiee and the Superinten- 
dent were referred to a special committee consisting of Messrs. D. K. 
Leonard, James Carskadon and John S. Wilkinson, who gave the same 
a careful examination, and reported the books properly kept, the 
accounts correct, and the expenditures supported by proper vouchers. 

An evil to which the attention of the Legislature should be called, 
with а view of providing some remedy, is the selling to or dealing with 
students on credit without the consent of their parents or guardians 
or of the authorities of the University. This dealing induces large 
and reckless expenditures, creating habits of extravagance. In several 
instances it has been the cause of removal of students from school by 
their parents. The re-enactment of the provisions of the Code of Vir- 
ginia in relation to this subject would afford an adequate protection. 

The terms of office of the following members of the board will ex- 
pire by lot with the present year, and the duty of filling the vacancies 
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. will devolve upon your Excellency, у12.; F. H. Pierpoint, of the 
Second District, and John 8. Wilkinson, of the Eighth District. 

In conclusion, permit us to express the hope that the Legislature 
will “devise liberal things” for this, the crowning interest of our 
system of popular education, and that West Virginia University may , 
always find in the representatives of the people generous patrons of 
liberal education. ° 
у T. Н. Logan, 
: President Board of Regents. 
MORGANTOWN, June 15, 1871. . 
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~ 


To the Board of Regents of West Virginia University: 


GENTLEMEN :—It is with profound gratitude to Almighty God that 
Т ат able, at this your fourth annual meeting, to report the increasing 
progress and continued success of the State University. You will find 
evidence of this, I trust, in the condition of the grounds and buildings, 
in your intercourse with the students and professors, and your exami- 
nation of the former, as well as in the annual catalogue for the year 
just ending, a copy of which (marked A) I submit as part of my report. 

From this you will see that Prof. J. H. MeMechan, at the end of the 
Fall term, tendered his resignation as Professor of English Literature, 
бе. It gives me pleasure to bear witness to the uniformly christian 
and gentlemanly spirit evinced by Prof. MeMechan during his соппес- 
tion with the University. То fill the vacancy thus unexpectedly 
created, the executive committee were fortunate in securing the ser- 
vices of Prof. J. B. Solomon, of Pruntytown, a gentleman who has for 
some time been identified with the educational interests of our State, 
and known and esteemed as an accomptished and successful teacher. 
Т recommend his election, by the Board, to the chair in which, during 
the last two terms, he has been acting Proféssor. 

Iti is known to you that, beside the regular Professors, the Univer- 
sity'has had to employ two additional assistantsas tutors. "These gen- 
tlemen have, with great diligence and general satisfaction discharged 
the duties devolved upon them, and if it is thought best to continue 
ihe arrangement, I know not that there can be recommended any 
more able or faithful than those now engaged in this capacity. 

Should the arrangement continue, and the attendance upon the . 
University increase as it has done in the past, additional aid of this 
kind will be required. As it now is the expense is but little less than 
‘would be required for the full services of a regular Professor who, by 
his greater knowledge and experience, by the fact that his engagement 
being less temporary and uncertain would bind him more closely to the 
Institution, and by the fact that his voice and vote as a member of the 
Faculty would aid in giving the right direction to many important and 
perplexing questions that arise in the working of the Institution, and 
- other considerations which Т need not name, might be a valuable ас- 
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quisition to the Board of Instruction. Should these considerations 

.. approve themselves to your judgment I respecfully recommend that 
you establish a chair of “ History, Political Economy and Belles Let- 
tres," and that the gentleman elected to fill it be also engaged as as- 
sistant in the preparatory department. The above studies are regular- 
ly and fully taught in our course and should be formally erected into 
a distinct professorship instead of being, as now, sometimes extended 
to one, sometimes to another of the Professors. The objection that a 
Professor should not give instructions to Preparatory Students is sim- 
ply futile. We can allow of no invidious distinctions between one 
department or class of students and another. То do so would be ruin- 
ous to all interests. Не who in the right spirit does the most and best 
work is deserving of most esteem. ‘The day will come when,in West 
Virginia as in other States more favored with Academies, Seminaries, 
and well-graded high schools, the University can dispense with a Pre- 
paratory Department. 

But in the absence of any considerable number of these, to say noth, 
ing of our legal obligations, such a department is indispensable both 
as a large source of supply for our higher classes, and as a means of 
maintaining an elevated grade of preliminary scholarship on the part 
of those so admitted. If there is any difference we should, if possible, 
have the best talent connected with that department where the mind 
is first taught to overcome the inertia which makes study so irksome- 
and trained to the wholesome and useful exercises of its own powers— 
where the pupils form those“ habits of attention, self-control and self- 
reliance which constitute the highest humanity, and so large an ele- 
ment in their future progress and happiness. Here, if anywhere, 
learning, experience, sound and sensible methods, kindness, tact, ала 
all those qualities which win the affection and esteem of pupils, and 
aid in the, to them, too often painful and dispiriting beginings of their 
course, are of paramount importance. If ће foundation be well laid, 
a lofty, beautiful, and enduring superstructure is comparatively easy. 
If classes must be heard by a tutor it is better they should be com- 
posed of those somewhat advanced in their studies, and where any pos- 
sible want of experience, and liveliness, and thoroughness on the 
teacher’s part might doless harm. So long then as existing conditions, 

-and the necessities of the case, require us to maintain a preparatory 
department no just effort should be spared to enhance its importance, 
and to make it efficient and popular. In none other is there more 
labor required, nor, for the highest success, a combination of more 
rare excellences on the part of the teachers, and they should be 
rewarded and honored accordingly. 

I respectfully call attention to that part of my report for last year 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 15 


which refers to the importance of dividing the Professorship of Lan- 
guages into two chairs; the one of the ancient languages and their 
literature, the other of modern languages and literature. As at 
present arranged the incumbent has assigned to his department nearly 
four times the amount of work assigned to some other departments of 
the University. With uncomplaining and most exemplary diligenee 
he has addressed-himself to this work ; aided, indeed, by other members 
of the Faculty, but this is an arrangemement satisfactory to no one, 
and its unfairness is patent to all. Ido think that in view of the 
amount and eharacter of the work required for thorough drill and 
instruetion in the two ancient and the two modern languages now 
taught in our course—in all of which there are students, and in some 
of them large classes—and in view of the provision made foy these 
in other such institutions, and of other branches of study in our own 
Institution, there should not be а moment’s hesitation in this matter. 

By the publie press, by personal intercourse and addresses at 
teachers' associations, county fairs, and other frequently accessible 
meetings of the people, by correspondence, and cireulating our reports, 
catalogues and documents, I have sought to bring the general advan- 
tages of education, and the special claims of the University as widely 
as possible before the people. In this I am glad to вау I have been 
efficiently aided by friends, far and near, favorable to this great under- 
taking. I have also attended to the classes in my special department 
of University work, and occasionally assisted during the illness or tem- 
porary absence of some of the Professors. Beside this, about an aver- 
age of one hour per day has been given to office work, and one hour 
additional to correspondence and strictly executive duty. It is still 
very desirable, and in this I invoke your special assistance, to give as 
much publicity as possible to the liberal basis of the University, and 
the already comprehensive scope of instruction presented in its halls. 
In the first place, our young men are allowed to pursue any study or 
studies which they may desire and for which they are qualified in any 
department of the University, and for the creditable accomplishment 
of which, without being required to graduate, they may receive a cer- 
tificate. There is, in the second place, a comprehensive and thorough 
course of general study equal to that of our best American colleges, 
aiming at the complete and harmonious development of all the powers 
of the mind, and securing instruction in the leading subjects of human 
thought, which, when successfully passed, secures the degree of Artium 
Baccalaureus. For those who have time and means and ability to 
accomplish it, this undoubtedly secures the highest culture which our 
schools, as yet, supply to undergraduates. Thirdly, for those whose 
special tastes or necessities make scientific studies.most desirable, 
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there is the scientific course which, omitting the ancient classics, ex- 
cept that which the grammar school supplies, and embracing the 
French and German languages, gives special prominence to physics, 
chemistry, natural history, &., and which, when accomplished, enti- 
tles to the degree of “ Bachelor of Selene Fourthly, for those who 
desire without delay to enter upon specific professional study, and 
who have satisfactorily passed upon the studies of the preparatory de- 
partment and of the Freshman and Sophomore years, certain equiva- 
lent studies from other courses may be elected, as they may devote the 
junior and senior years exclusively to the specific studies of their 
chosen profession, receiving their degree simply as students of law, 
medicine, engineering, &c., as they may have been elected. The 
University is in оа сои of excellent apparatus for the thorough 
illustration of chemistry and physics. The museum already contains 
extensive mineralogical, geological and conchological cabinets, together 
with many specimens in other departments of natural history; and the 
reading room and the library are supplied with valuable works for 
reading and reference. 

It will be seen in the above that no course of study is depreciated, 
that allis harmonized; that a liberal margin of choice is allowed, and 
that, without running after the chimeras of the age the "University i is 
up to what constitutes its real progress in the work of education. It 
should further be said that connected with the above there is liberal 
allowance made for healthy physical development and culture by the 
labors, military drill, and recreations in which the students are per- 
mitted to engage; for their training in composition, elocution and the 


- forms of deliberative bodies, in all honorable and gentlemanly depart- 


ment, and the just claims of morality and religion. It gives me pleas- 
ure to say that with exceptions so few as to be unworthy of mention 
our young men have nobly responded to these influences and agencies. 
Their orderly conduct, their devotion to study and self-improvement, 
their commodious, and, at their own expense, neatly furnished Society 
Halls, the condition of the grounds and buildings after having been so 
long occupied, their kindly and respectful intercourse with the Pro- 
fessors, with the citizens and with one another, all evince that their 
pursuits and surroundings have tended to elevate and refine, and right- 
ly direct as well as to develop and strengthen their powers. The young 
man who is incorrigibly idle or vicious, who has not acquired and will 
not be taught habits of study or gentlemanly deportment is, after due 
effort for his amendment fails, sent where, if he can do no good, he 
will at least be likely to do as little harm as possible. 

It should furthermore be known that the State educates twenty-two | 
young men, appointed by the Regents, free of expense for tuition 
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contingent fees, books, stationery, Ке. Also, that through | the con- 
siderate kindness of Dr: Barnes Sears, Financial Agent, and the trustees 
of the fund left by that far-seeing philanthropist, George Peabody, five 
hundred dollars have been annually expended i in assisting indigent and. 
deserving young men, who are studying with a view to qualify themselves 
as teachers; and that beside the prizes endowed by the Regents, and 
by Gen. G. W. Brown, some of our most promising students are aided 
in their efforts to acquire an education by large-hearted and liberal- 
minded citizens, both in Morgantown and elsewhere. Students are 
able also, by self-boarding, very largely to reduce-the éxpense of their 
course; and families have moved into the place for the special purpose 
of securing the advantages af education, both in the University and in 
excellent Female Seminary in town.  Idoubt not these tendehcies will 

ontinue and increase, and, from the whole, I trust you will see that 
those to whom you have entrusted the work of the University are not 
satisfied with the mere formal and perfunctory discharge of duty, but 
in (һе best sense of the word are trying to make progress in all possible 
and desirable directions. 

Reference has been made to professional schools. Has not the time 
fully arrived for the formal and distinct provision of these? The 

terial is оп hand, and I trust it may be in your ‘power, without 
further delay, to devise the ways and means for such schools—at least 
in law. and medicine. Two graduated this year. Not less than four 
next year Atleast fourteen the year following. Why should: these 
young men have to leave their own University and go elsewhere to 
study the above branches. 

I regret to say that but little has as yet been directly accomplished 
inthe Agricultural Department, or by aiding the students in connection 
with the Labor Corps. І say “directly accomplished,” lest any one 
might think these interests have been ignored. This is not во. In 
many ways they have been promoted, but the wisdom of more fully 
establishing and developing these interests, and at as early а day aa 
practicable, is self-evident. Even a small sum placed in the hands- ot 
the superintendent of the grounds for this purpose might soon demon- 
strate the wisdom of the General Government in givingsuch prominence 
to this interest by making it immediately and practically useful to the. 
people of the State. The rules for State cadets, drawn up by Captain. 
Pierce, and referred to in my last report, are herewith submitted for- 
your approval. 

In this connection I would recommend that such moneys as you may: 
be able to expend for the various purposes of the University, should, 
as far as possible, be specifically designated and applied. Among other- 

2—UNI. 
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amc ; 
things, beside the salaries of the Faculty and those whose labors for 
the Institution entitle them to compensation, this shonld embrace, 

1. An appropriation to the Agricultural Department, to be expended 
under the direction of the superintendent and executive committee. 

2. For the Library, to be expended by the committee on the library. 

3. For apparatus and the museum, to be expended by the Faculty. 

4. For contingent expenses, to be expended by the executive com- 
mittee. | 

I would also recommend that a small sum be expended in binding 
together a few of the addresses, reports, catalogues, &c., issued during 
the last three years. 

In order also still further to systematise our work, Т respectfully 
submit whether you should not designate from whom, to whom, and 
by what time, the annual reports of the University should be made. 
As it is, some of the Professors and officers do not report at all. Some 
report to the President, some the Regents, some to the Governor and 
some to both Governor and Regents, while reports have been.and 
made and published in the name of the University by those not con- 
nected with the institution, and addressed to no officer or agent of the 
same. It seems to me that as the Governor is the medium of commu- 
nication between the Regents of the University and the Legislature 
of the State so the President of the University should be the agent 
through whom Regents from the various parties reqyired to render the 
same should ordinarily be made the Regents. This would enable him 
more easily, and from responsible sources, to render your Board a con- 
nected and comprehensive account of all the interests of the Univer- 
sity and would conform your usage to that of other such institutions. 

Permit me also most respectfully to suggest that while the Legisla- 
ture should by all the considerations so well set forth in your former 
reports to the Governor, all of which acquire additional force as 
time elapses, be earnestly ‘requested to continue the steady in- 
crease of the permanent endowment, still, should it in its wisdom 
think this cannot be done and atthe same time, an appropriation be 
made sufficient both for the current deficit and the absolutely pressing, 
present wants of the Institution—whether it would. not be better to 
leave the disposal of such appropriation as may be made to the judg- 
meni of the Regents to determine how much of said appropriation 
shall go to the-latter and how much to the former object. It seems to 
me that constituted as your Board is, and personally acquainted as you 
are with the condition and wants of the work and the demands made 
upon it the Legislature need not hesitate to trust your unbiassed judg- 
ment in this matter. I need not say that the beginnings of such en- 
terprises are always times of special trial and peril. The want of a little 
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judicious expenditure at the proper time may not only bea source o of 
present embarrassment and suffering but may also entail serious loss 
long years afterwards. 

All these sugestions I make with entire freedom, and confidence in, 
and submission to your superior judgment ahd wisdom. And in this 
connection I may be allowed to say. that the profound and hearty 
acknowledgments of all concerned are due to the many friends of the 
University who by their counsels and contributions have aided in its 
success, and spoken in its favor, and especially to the gentlemen of the 
press, and also to the successivé Governors of the State, and members of 
the Legislature for the noble and friendly encouragement in many ways 
given, and particularly by the annual appropriations recommended and 
made. On behalf of the youth of our State and country they deserve 
our thanks for their considerate regard for interests not always thus 
cared for. I trust in the steady growth of the University, and the 
ever increasing amount of good accomplished by it, they will have the 
just satisfaction of seeing that their benefactions have been well 
bestowed and improved. 

I think; gentlemen, we cannot be too deeply impressed with the fact 
that the design in which the University was conceived by the legisla- 
ture, and for which the Regents and faculty have sofar harmoniously and 
energetically labored, is a great and noble one. True it has, as yet, 
been only partially realized, but in view of the many and great hinder- 
ances, and the comparatively limited means at its disposal, it is not too 
much to say that even more has been accomplished than could have 
well been hoped for. It only requires time, means, and the same un- 
selfish devotion to the work, the same enlightened and judicious adap- 
tation of the Institution to the best spirit of the age, and especially to 
the wants and desires of our own people, irrespective of locality, sect 
or party, and though last, not least, the same measure of His blessing 
without which nothing is wise, or strong, or good, to realize the noblest 
ideal of such an enterprise. For this, all must continue to labor. 
Only a begining has been made. There must be no resting, no hold- 
ing back. We can neither afford to travel in the old ruts, nor vainly 
pursue the wandering and untried ligths of the new. Proving all 
things, and holding fast that which is good, our motto must be “оп- 
ward.” І have faith to believe that so long as this is so the approba- 
tion of man and the blessing of God will be with us. 

Mr. Oliver Н. Dille and Mr. William Е. Jolliff having, with great 
credit to themselves and satisfaction to their instructors, completed 
the course of study in their respective departments, I have the pleas- 
ure, in the name and by the authority of the Faculty, to recommend 
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that you approve and authorize the conferring upon the formér of. the 
degree of Bachelor of Science, and the degree. of ‘Artin Bacealaureus 


upon che latter. ЕР ° tU VU | 
то Respectfully sübinitted, DU 7 ' 
" | 0 " ALEX. MARTIN, * 
۱ ди | President West Va. Uitbiereity. 
КА 5 5 — * vx 1 
- 0 ١ - * | * toe 
+ 5 є 5 8 5 
М + D в“ 0 3 3 f с 
* ^ * 1 
0 чи * , 
+ * 4” 
» тұ eo 
tt 
t 1 ` 
І 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 


оғ 


WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY. 


--------------------- 
— о с 


== 


= 


ж 


5 


жә 


‘EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 


To the Board of Бағай, West Virginia University : 


The Executive Committee submit the following report for the year 
ending June 12, 1871: 

The year has teen marked by greater prosperity than ever heretofore, 
and that notwithstanding some pecuniary difficulties under which the 
University haslabored. The tuition receipts have amounted to $1,946, 
being an increase of $126 over any former year, and indicating a cór- 
responding increase іп the number of students. The actual сові of 
maintaining the corps of cadets, which has been nearly constantly ap 
to the maximum of numbers, is about $500 per annum, to which should 
be added an equal or larger amount for tuition with which the cadets 
would be chargeable if pay-students. 

Several changes have taken place in the Faculty since your last 
annual meeting. A vacancy in the Chair of English Literature and 
Principal of the Preparatory Department, occasioned by the resignation 
of Prof. Е. В. Lyon, and which was filled by the election of Rev. Jas. 
H. MeMechen, A. M., at your extra meeting of August 12, 1870, was 
again created by the resignation of Professor MeMechen, tendered 
December 5, 1870, to take effect immediately. As the Committee had 
no power to accept the resignation no action was taken in regard 
to it. The letter of resignation is herewith presented. The Com- 
mittee, of which the President of the Faculty is ег-оЙсіо a mem- 
ber, filed the vacancy temporarily by electing Rev. J. B. Solomon, 
A. M., late of “Warrenton Female College,” North Carolina, as 
“acting ” Professor of English Literature and Principal pro tempore of 
the Preparatory Department, and fixed the rate of compensation at 
$1,200 рег annum. Professor O. W. Miller, Assistant іп the Pre- 
рагу Department, having received an advantageous offer to take 
charge of a college in Northern Illinois, tendered his resignation, to 
take effect at the close of the fall term, which was accepted, and the 
Principal of that Department having nominated Mr. D. В. Purinton 
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to fill the vacancy, Mr. Purinton was confirmed and his salary fixed at 
$900 per annum. Mr. M. L. Temple is acting as assistant tutor at a 
small rate of compensation, in connection with his own studies. 

Allthe changes in the Faculty since the foundation of the Univer- 
sity—and that they have not been few is attested by the fact that only 
two of the original members of that body are still in the service of the 
University—have been caused by inadequate compensation. It is be- 
lieved to be ppop, policy to, continue the present xate of salaries with 
the certainty of constafit changes in the futuré, which are alike detri- 
mental to the progress ef the students and the reputation and pros- 
perity of the Institution. An addition of two hundred dollars to gal- 
the inereased ability of the University to pay, would do much to per- 
manently secure the services of the able and efficient TUA of instruc- . 
tion now in charge of the several departments. 

Тһе appropriations for ‘the additional endowment of the University 
contemplated by the resolutions of your body passed at the meeting of 
1869 and 1870, were commenced by the Legislature at its last session 
by appropriating $10, 000 for the present year, but without committing 
the State by express words to any specified amount, for the futare.— 
It is earnestly hoped, and believed that by, proper, représentations of 
the necessities of the University—thé annual additions to the endow- 
ment will be continued so as to ultimately place this great educational 
interest of the State beyond all contingency or embarrassment in the 
matter of its annual revenues. Shortly after the appropriation was 
made, the Committee drew on the Auditor of State for the amount of 
same intending to invest it ät once in stocks or bonds of the United, 
States as required by the act; but the Auditor declined payment on 
the groünd that the Board of Regents, only, were authorized to draw 
and invest the same, under the provisions of the act. The failure to 
have this sum invested has deprived the University ofi its interés for. 
three and. a half months. 5 - 

The annual appropriation for current expenses was reduced from 
$2,855, the estimate submitted in your annual report, to $2, 500, which 
reduction was made in part for the reason, 88 stated by members of 
the Taxation and Finance Committee, that the'endowment appropria- 
tion would inerease the -receipts of the University by'the àmount of 
interest which it would draw during the current year énding June 15th, , 
for which period of time your estimate had been made. In addition to 
the deficit created as above, the Auditor has declined paymént, for the 
présent, of more than óne-half of the amóurit ‘ appropriated, ав above, , 
for current expenses; alleging that asthe &et provides that “ №, 
шопеу appropriated hereinbefore may Бе. drawn from the treasury. 
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except as the same shall be actually required for immediate use,” and the. 
appropriation being“ For sajaries of-teachers at, and current expenses 
of; 1 the West Virginia, University," (without pec ifying. the end-of the 
year,) 4 and “the gecond quarter of the ‘school y year, ending March. 8186,“ 
1871,” „the appropriation. would be paid in Auer bert or half yearly 
installments, when it would be properly: due." In teply i if was stated 
that the year of the University ended with Бе. close of the Spring 
term, viz. the third. Thursday | of Jue (of commencement day) of each 
year; that your estimate, upon which the appropriation was buséd, 
was for the year ending June 15th, 1871; that ‘the money wis actually - 
required for immediate use; and’ a deficit ‘then existed which АЕ, be 


ending 


largely increased Љу the payment of the ۵ ‘for the half yea 


with the close of the sprílig tern, and that if the residué of thé'appro- 
priation was not paid by ‘that date the University would be compelled 
to borrow funds to meet К expensed, ‘while the appropriation 
expressly intended’ for that purpose by thé Legislature continued idle 


“Тһе 


in the Treasury. The Auditor declined to change his ruling. 


E tok 


result will bea deficit of about 51; 300 When ithe salaries for the’ half 


А 
ко. 


year ending June 15; shall be paid, * 


t 
ію, 5$ і + 
The receipts, for the current ar ‘have been 88 follows: 
Balance on hand, June 1870 ПЕРТ МИ че ЗА: e Pus dits دپ‎ - 4,607 22 
Interest and dividends from endowment .. бека اا الما‎ e 5,714 98 
Miller's note $417.12 ; Free School „ $4,908. 29... Е o TRO OE ^ 
Balance from . в. and buildings... مويو ووم ووو توا‎ кеннен нен енеке 1,800 0 
Sale Bank stock : `. . аи = TES HERE eee nes, 1,232 00 
Hunter's note . . .. .... . .. . ... .ͤ пули өзен» "— — . 4 , 400 00, 
G. C, Sturgiss, discounts: wee вини зона و‎ gotas EUR ОРЕ 1,939, 33 
Sale College Laws . mo NM RUNS d esee S CRM 2... 200 
Tuitions. . . нь» 4 b . g . . . . . . c.. ore. · ei · Je. ev e er . 1,946 00 
One-half appropriation for Current ميزه‎ TIS ден —— تس‎ 3 2 1,250.00 
Making û Total; from all sources ої... !!!!! تک‎ enna UM SM 93,668 44 
The disbursements Вале béen as follows: ا‎ таза 
هدع‎ EN d ME — —. <$ 16,27 50 
Paid on Pay Rolls, by Superintendent, ineluded in report of f Speciet Committees, ., 3, 17642 
Paid by Superintendent, not jncluded in said report. . . n... . . n · fg .... „1,0850, 
Accounts heretofore allowed, but not paid until this year vos i ова dex s Tee Sessa va mE , 1,061 99 
Paints, óils, TümUer, shingles and Жош EH EUN 0 Аа eens e F. 58 21 
Paid note in ۰ ee. i e . eee يدير 9ب‎ we-. 4,000 PP 
Paleontological Cabinet. و‎ КОК MEUS و — ل‎ 5 300 00 
Regente’ prizes. . . . . "a F нка ий M d mE E 007 is 
Printing, advertizing, and edgraving, diplomas. Өй АР ا‎ 42 ۳۹ 


Books and stationery for сәдеіе.......... . .... .. .. . . 6 9 . . ... . 200. emm 851 25 


Miscellaneous items, including jnsüPanos, — expénisee, Кемені additions 


te library, reading room, ТИРСУ Т РОР РИТТЯ — sedium seen С З UL. 0. 
Leaving a balance in tlie hands of the Treasurer [o e. e 170 58 
„ pa, + 3" ? ж ЕГІ — = 
i .. ” و2‎ | 3 25,068 ч &5, = н 


Vouchers for. the ل‎ ы. are on file, in the, office of the Secre- 


G 


tary of the Committee, and arg ready: :for, your inspection... بر‎ 


*The residue'of this'appropriation hamsinée been - paid. 5 аи — 7 
لسر‎ са مومس‎ б, TEN — АҒЫ و ی‎ За + є эб, трен a? 


н 5 $ 
م مس فوع‎ 45» а чено ? eu | XS o "on = їр „ 17 گر و‎ PEE الل‎ t 
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‚ The special committée appointed at your last annual meeting to ex- 
smine the books, accounts, vouchers and papers of the treasurer, 
Superintendent and Executive Committee, discharged the duty imposed 
upon them, and made report as directed Әу your resolution to the Gov- 
ernor, which was published with the annual report. It exhibits the 
several departments in an entirely satisfactory condition. 

Although the Legislature did not ‘make the usual appropriation for 
insurance on public buildings, the Committee, unwilling to incur any 
risks of loss by fire, have had the insurance continued to the amount 
of $28,000, at a cost of $260 38. 

No appropriation was made to cover the deficit of $7,450 set forth 
in your last report, incurred on account of construction ‘of new build- 
ing. Of this amount, $5,000 was borrowed from the endowment and 
is stil] due from. the building’ fund to the endowment, and provision ` 
should be made-for refunding it at an early date, together with the 
interest due on it to the current expense fund. In addition to the 
amount borrowed from the endowment, the Committee have borrowed 
the sum of $2,000 on their individual security and responsibility. For 
these two sums which with their accrued intereat amount to about 
$7,870, they ask that provision may be made for early payment. Serv- 
ius as the members of the Committee do, without compensation, and 
asking and desiring none, they think it but just to be relieved from 
any pecuniary responsibility for the debts of the Institution. 

During the coming year it is contemplated to improve and beautify 
the grounds, employing the services of the labor corps as far as possible. 
The Department of Agriculture, at Washington, has promised to 
furnish shrubbery, ornamental and fruit trees, seeds and plants, &c., 
only requiring in return an annual report of the results in agricultural 
and kindred departments. 

The Secretary of War has proffered for the use of the Military De- 
partment ordnance and ordnance stores, and small arms and ammuni- 
tion, equal to the best in use ut West Point, simply requiring ‘the 
execution by the authorities of the University of a bond in a moderate 
penalty, conditioned for the care and preservation of the property 
furnished. In view of this liberal offer, and the character and value 
of the property tendered, it becomes important to make suitable 
provision for the housing and preservation of the same. Surely the 
State will not hesitate to supplement the valuable offer of the general 
government by making such appropriation as will be sufficient for Ше 
construction of з suitable building. The officer detailed from the 
regular army by the President, and in charge of the Department of 
Military Instruction, has labored under great disadvantages in his 
efforts to inculcate habits of care, and attention to details, and in 
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holding the students to a strict accountability for the property 
entrusted to their custody, and for the preservation of which he is 
specially charged, owing.to the present very inadequate arrangements 
and accommodations for his department. A moderate sum expended 
in a suitable building would add very materially to the prosperity and 
success of the military feature of the school, and greatly reduce the 
labor and responsibility of the very efficient and invaluable officer in 
charge. 

In concluding, the Committee. cannot forbear to express their appre- 
ciation of the uniform courtesy that has characterised the relations of 
the several departments of the University in their intercourse with 
the Committee, and which has contributed nota little to the prosperity 
of the past year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
і Ско. С. Stureiss, 
Secretary Executive Committee. 
Morgantown, W: Va., June 18, 1871. 
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То the Honorable Board of Regents of West Virginia University : 


I have nothing of special importance, as Superintendent of grounds 
and buildings, to communicate in this my fourth annual report, re- 
garding repairs and improvements made since my report of January 1, 
1871. ‘Allow me to assure you, however, that those made prior to that 
date are fully meeting in permanency and adaptability our most sanguine 
expectations. Yet it is to be regretted, thatin order to a successful 
and more complete accomplishment of the objects proprosed in the 
establishment by Congress of this and similar institutions, that for lack 
of necessary means we have not been able to provide more ample facilities 
to that end. Owing to the fact that my position as Superintendent 
enables me to fully realize the imperative demand for further provision 
for the protection and safe keeping of the ordnance and ordnance stores 
so munificently bestowed by the General Government, I trust that 
you will excuse an earnest and pressing suggestion, that you will take 
prompt measures for the erection of such an armory as will secure an 
object so highly important. It would seem desirable that those who 
have beén entrusted with the control of an institution promising so 
much usefulness and foreshadowing great honor to our State, should, 
as I have no doubt they will, adopt all proper means to render available 
the State and National endowments. Such ordnance and ordnance 
stores as are required by our Military Department are now awaiting 


our requisition at the War Department, but owing to the inadequate 
arrangements for its protection and safety your Executive Committee 


have deelined to forward the proper vouchers. The importance of 
sustaining the Military Department and furnishing it with every 
possible facility is very apparent and fully realized in the improvement 
and development—mentally and physically—of the young gentle- 
men connected with it; and permit me to recommend it as worthy of 
special attention and encouragement. 
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It would be gratifying to be able to report favorably on matters per- 
taining to the practical agricultural feature of the institution. My 
inability to do so, permit me to suggest, arises from almost the en- 
tire absence of the proper facilities and appliances. It is true quite a 
number of the Students have been organized as a Labor corps but 

whose operations have been, directed mainly i іп, preparing the drill 
ground and repairing the баг works. 

If must be quite apparent to your Honorable Board that in order to 
a full development of the practicability of the agricultural feature as 
originally contemplated by Congress, it is absolutely necessary to 
procure a larger area of land, and I would recommend, if you can pos- 
sibly command the means, a thorough and systematic organization of 
this department on a more extensive basis. 

I hope, gentlemen, you "will make a pérsorial : examination of the 
grounds and buildings and authorize such further repairs and'i impfove- 
ments as may in your judgment be necessary and proper. 

Respectfully submitted, : 
GEO. М. HAGANS,' 
: Superintendent of Grounds and Buildings. 

June 13, 1871. MN да 7 
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Dr. JAMES Evans, Treasurer, in account with West Virginia University. 2 Ск. 

1870. 1871. з 
June n To Balance, year ending st ane ای دی‎ $4,607 22 June  16|Ву Amount paid on orders of Executive Committee. . ..823,602 40 Ы 
July “ Coupons, (interest on honda) ss ©з RE ӨТТІК ТІРІ 166 501 “ 16| “ Balance in Treagurer’s hands. ..... ............ ИЗТ 166 04 Сї 

« 14 ** Bank dividends. ... ..... ое ммен аме біры жете 55 00 й > 

<“ 25) є Proceeds Miller's 4th note q Z . 417 12 а 

«є 16| “ Interest on bonds. ............ 2. .......), 2,700 00 ы 5 
Вер. 8| ** Cash, paid by S Sears, Treasurer Free Schools. . . 4,308 79 g 

m 8| ** Geo C. Sturgiss, (discount) . ای ممم وموم وم ووو ووم‎ 1,939 33 СА 
Jan. 4) Є Proceeds Hunter's побе.................... ыы. 2 4 2... 410 80 и 

«є "| “ Cash from G. М, Hagans, ا‎ е. ss C] 1,800 0 "d 

« 7| 45 Interest оп Railroad bonds ша . . | 2,466 4 — 8 

“ 17| З Coupons, (interest on bonds) . . . 165 94 8 

“ 280 Bank dividenda . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ees مويه‎ .. . et. so 55 00 3 
Mar. 25| “ Proceeds sale of bank stock... 1,232 00 +3 
April 27| “ Appropriation by West Va. Legislature (one-half)... eas | 1,250 00 Ы 
June 16| “ Sale of College laws. ТИЕТ 3 00 

“ 16| < Tuition for College year ending June 16 . . . .. . . ..] 1,940 00 2 

“ж 16Î ¢ Interest... ————————————— 85 00 


^ $23,008 44 1 323,668 44 


ха 
„= 


1 


36 | WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY. 


— 


یه 


OFFICE OF THE TREASURER, WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY, 
MonaANTOWN, WEST Va., June 18, 1871. 
To the Board of Regents of West Va. University ; 
The foregoing exhibit of the receipts and expenditures of the 


University to date, is respectfully submitted to your honorable Board, 


showing a balance in my hands of one hundred and sixty-six dollars 
and four cents. 


The following bonds, notes, &c., are held by me as assets of the 


University: 
One Bond of the State of Virginia, interest due from July, 1861.......... F . 3 1,642 00 
“ 55 се 5% н “ ИТ АЗ ТЕРА 1,358 00 
Nine U. S. Currency 6s, issue to C. P. R. Ка. о .. sase ones RRA ына 90,000 0 
U. S. 5:20 Bonds of 1868............. ————— RE pr —  À — sesse 5,000 00 
^ Amount of loan to building fund. . . ͥ ааа Не OEC hS 5,000 00 
Note of M. M. Dent and others, in attorney's hands . . аа همع مق‎ ай . 800 0 
Judgment of Monongalia Academy vs. Chalfant & Haymond..... . . өл . 00000 80 00 
, 
Very respectfully, your obd’t servant, 
JAMES EVANS, 
4 Treasurer. 
% 
i м 
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